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A Letter from the President 
Happy New Year!  

On behalf of the UTM Anthropology Society, I would like to thank the 

Anthropology Department faculty and staff and the entire student body 

for your constant encouragement and ongoing support. It is you which 

enables UTMAS to organize events, provide resources for UTM students, 

and make being a part of UTMAS worthwhile.  

Last semester, we organized several events including a Faculty Meet and 

Greet in September and a trip to the Art Gallery of Ontario in 

collaboration with the Historical Studies Society (HSS) and Department of 

Visual Studies Student Society (DVSSS). Our most notable collaboration in 

Fall 2017 was the Annual UTMSU Haunted House, where UTMAS teamed 

up with the Forensics Society (IVNVI) and Pre-Medical Club to bring a 

night of terror to the entire UTM student body. Moreover, we held a 

successful Graduate School Information Session, where we had the 

honour of hearing from UTM’s very own professors, Dr. Smith, Dr. 

Hillewaert, Dr. Muehlebach, and Dr. Parra, regarding graduate school 

applications, process, and advice – an event which filled the entire 

Anthropology lab! 

We are honoured to be serving the UTM community, and plan to bring 

more exciting and informative cross-disciplinary events for UTM students, 

faculty, and staff to connect and get to know one another in the new 

year. We hope to see you there! 

Good luck in the new semester, 

Joy Chen 

President, UTM Anthropology Society 

 

Call for Papers! 

UTMAS is currently 

looking for students who 

wish to present their 

research papers and 

projects at our annual 

Anthropology Conference. 

 

More details inside! 
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Blast from the Past 

Coming in to the new term, we had a small team but 
the high interest you (the students) showed quickly 
filled the society’s positions. Now we have a group of 
passionate individuals.   

At the 
Haunted 
Carnival, we 
played our 
Hallowe’en 
trivia game, 
challenging 
you to guess 
the traditions 
of other 
cultures from 
around the 
world. 

 

 

 
At Fall Campus Day, we had the pleasure of welcoming potential 
students to UTM campus. During the day, we met many 
anthropology-interested young’uns preparing for university life. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year we introduced the Grad School workshop where 
students interested in applying to Master’s programs where 
able to speak with some of our professors. We all learned 
more of the application process involved in furthering our 
education. 

While preparing for exams, we all took a 
breather to play with some Play-Doh and 
learn a little about pottery. Some of you 
made lovely sculptures while others just 
enjoyed playing with the colourful Doh. 
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Future Events for Winter 2018 
 

Happy New Year everyone! I hope 2017 was a great year and that 2018 will even be a better year for you.  
As the year progresses, we have exciting academic and social events UTMAS is planning to hold: 

Facilitated Study Groups (FSGs) 

 

In collaboration with the Robert Gillespie Academic 
Skills Centre (RGASC), UTMAS will be offering biweekly 
FSG sessions for ANT101. FSGs are peer-led study 
groups that help students develop study strategies for 
effective learning of their course material. All students 
enrolled in ANT101 are eligible to participate.   

FSGs are led to help students with: 
- Comparing and reviewing study notes 
- Discussing and clarifying concepts with peers 
- Developing and evaluating study strategies 
- Preparing for tests and exams 

For more information about the Academic Skills Centre, please visit their website. 

https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/asc/undergraduate-students/peer-facilitated-study-groups-fsgs
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Interview with Alumni 
 

Every year, several students graduate from the University of Toronto with an Anthropology Degree. UTMAS had the 
opportunity to interview a couple of these students, catch up, and see where what they are up to now: 

Hana Salahuddin – graduated June 2017; former event coordinator of UTMAS 

Q: Tell me about a little bit about yourself. 
A: My name is Hana Salahuddin, I am currently a first-year graduate student at 

McMaster. My research investigates past health and diet of Italian Iron Age 
populations using stable isotope analysis. I am also involved in a collaborative 
research project that explores vitamin D deficiency in past populations 
through the analysis of teeth. For my undergraduate degree, I specialized in 
Anthropology at UTM and specifically took courses focused in 
bioanthropology.  

 
Q: Why did you study Anthropology in your undergrad? 

A: I first chose Forensic Science as my SubjectPoSt as I felt it was the right cross 
between science and criminology. However, during the summer of my first-
year I took an introductory course in Anthropology that changed the direction 
of my undergraduate education. Anthropology was a broad enough field for 
me to have access to various career opportunities and more importantly, it 
would allow me to fulfill my childhood desire to be a researcher.  

 
Q: What made you realize you wanted to continue with Anthropology in graduate school?  

Was there a particular instance which inspire you to study what you are studying now? 
A: My two field school experiences really pushed me to continue with Anthropology in graduate school. I learned the 

skills I would require as a bioarchaeologist, the potential research opportunities and finally how much I enjoy 
working in the field to retrieve data. 

 
Q: What type of obstacles did you have to overcome in your academic career? 
A: The biggest obstacle I had to overcome was raising my CGPA from what it was in my first year. During my first 

year, I had a difficult time adjusting to the changes brought on by the transition between high school to university. 
Consequently, my grades suffered and it took me all four years to raise to the GPA required for master’s program.  

 
Q: Were you involved with any school societies/clubs and how did your involvement enhance your undergraduate 

experience? 
A: I was the event coordinator for UTMAS in my last year which allowed me to build relationships with my professors 

and fellow students. Having strong relationships with faculty members is essential because they can offer valuable 
advice regarding internships, research positions, grad programs and so forth. Furthermore, networking is also 
important for graduate school applications as professors can provide you with letters of recommendation.  

 
Q: Is there any advice you can provide for students thinking about entering graduate school? 
A: For students thinking about entering graduate school I would say that attending a field school or engaging in 

research beforehand can be very valuable. Not only is it a learning experience, but it’s a valued addition to grad 
school applications. Additionally, it allows you to scope out the field before committing to postgraduate education.  
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Interview with Alumni 

Charan Sandhu – graduated November 2017; former president of UTMAS 

Q: Tell me about a little bit about yourself. 
A: My name is Charan Sandhu. I graduated UTM in November with a 

specialisation in anthropology. I got interested in anthropology when I took 
an introductory course in high school and realised how much I enjoyed 
learning about different cultures, our society, and evolution.  

 
Q: Why did you study Anthropology in your undergrad? 
A: Like I said I got interested in anthropology in high school so I always knew 

I wanted to study anthropology but I just never knew what sub-field to 
pursue. When I looked up the programs at UTM my first year I got 
interested in forensic anthropology but slowly as I took more courses I 
started to enjoy primatology. By the time I was in my last year, I knew I 
either wanted to pursue primatology or medical anthropology. It is really 
tough to narrow down the sub-disciplines when starting out, but that is 
why taking courses from each discipline is always a good idea.  

 
Q: Why did you decide on taking a gap year and how has it impacted you as a person? 

A: Honestly, it was not planned. I was supposed to go to England to pursue a Masters but due to some personal 
reasons I could not. Regardless, it was the best decision I could have made given the circumstances because it 
allowed me to think about exactly what I wanted to study. Now, I know I definitely want to pursue medical 
anthropology. So, I would say that the gap year has definitely allowed me to relax and really think about my 
decisions. 

 
Q: What made you realize you wanted to continue with Anthropology in graduate school?  

Was there a particular instance which inspired you? 
A: Not a particular instance but in general the passion I saw my professors had towards their respective fields made 

me realize I want to continue with anthropology, and hopefully one day not only conduct research in the field of 
medical anthropology but also to become a professor. I enjoy studying illnesses and their relationship with certain 
cultures and I hope to continue in this field.  

 
Q: What type of obstacles did you have to overcome in your academic career? 
A: Many to say the least, but the biggest one for me was to balance everything. I had a part time job, studies and 

extracurricular activities to juggle. So, I really had to use planners and schedules in order to balance everything. I 
had to force myself to stay on schedule and manage my time better. 

 
Q: Were you involved with any school societies/clubs and how did your involvement enhance your undergraduate 

experience? 
A: Yeah. My first two years I did not do much, I was still trying to get used to the university life. However, I started 

participating in more events in my third year. I joined the anthropology society first as a third-year rep and then in 
my fourth year as the president. I also conducted FSGs and volunteered with the AccessAbility center. 

 
Q: What is your advice for students thinking about taking a gap year or some time off?  

A: I definitely recommend it. As students, we have been studying for so long that we might not have gotten any real 
time to just relax and experience things outside of the academic world. I would definitely suggest working in the 
gap year but moreover, focus on your life goals and what your true passions are. Travel and experience the world 
around you, that is the best advice I can give. 
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Just for Fun! 
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Just for Fun! 

 

Articles 
 

Evidence of previously 
unknown population 

of ancient Native 
Americans, research 

reveals  
click here 

DNA analysis of 
ancient mummy, 
thought to have 

smallpox, points to 
Hepatitis B instead 

click here 

 

Lakes of mercury and 
human sacrifices – 
after 1,800 years, 

Teotihuacan reveals 
its treasures  

click here 

Germany to 
investigate 1,000 
skulls taken from 

African colonies for 
'racial research'  

click here 

 

Why Are Women 
Really Accused of 

Witchcraft?  
click here 

 

The Many Ways 
Society Makes a Man 

click here

 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/01/180103132639.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/01/180104153449.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2017/sep/24/teotihuacan-pyramids-treasures-secret-de-young-museum-san-francisco
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/oct/06/germany-to-investigate-1000-skulls-taken-from-african-colonies-for-racial-research
https://www.livescience.com/61401-why-are-women-accused-of-witchcraft.html
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2017/01/how-rites-of-passage-shape-masculinity-gender/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2017/01/how-rites-of-passage-shape-masculinity-gender/
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Meet the Executive Council! 
 

             

 
 

             
 
 

Year Representatives 

              
Artist Drejaj 

Joy Chen 
President 

Caroline Wojdylo 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Rebecca Tunney 
Communications Officer 

Ann Wanjiru 
Communications Officer 

Sydnee Pearce Meaghan Campbell 

Kristen Castell 
Vice President 

Katrina Khan 
Event Coordinator 
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Call for Papers! 
 

 

UTMAS is looking for students who wish to present their research 

projects and/or posters at our annual Anthropology Conference  

on March 9th, 2018. All sub-fields of Anthropology are welcome! 
 

This is an excellent opportunity to practice making oral 

presentations, and receive constructive feedback before your 

official presentations at the end of the term! 

If interested, please email us at 

anthropology@utmsu.ca with a 300 

word abstract by Friday, February 23th. 

Presentations are to be 5-10 minutes. 

All questions are welcomed. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submissions 

If anyone would like to contribute any letters, articles, artwork, or make any 
suggestions for our newsletter, please send those to anthropology@utmsu.ca. 

mailto:anthropology@utmsu.ca
mailto:anthropology@utmsu.ca
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Keep in Touch! 

 

Come visit us during our office hours in HSC378!  

Feel free to ask us questions regarding courses, resources, or even just to say hi! 

 

If you need help in a specific area, find the anthropologist in our society suited towards your 
interests: 

Joy Chen: forensic anthropology, biology, and biomedical communications (specialist, minors, 5th year) 

Kristen Castell: biological anthropology (specialist, 3rd year) 

Caroline Wojdyło: biological anthropology, biology for health sciences (major, 4th year) 

Katrina Khan: biology, psychology, anthropology (major, minor, 5th year) 

Ann Wanjiru: biology, arts anthropology, sociology (major, minors, 5th year) 

Rebecca Tunney: science anthropology and sociocultural anthropology (majors, 4th year) 

Sydnee Pearce: first year anthropology (minor, 1st year) 

Artist Drejaj: science anthropology and history (majors, 2nd year) 

Meaghan Campbell: forensic anthropology (specialist, 4th year) 

 

 

Remember to stay updated with UTMAS events by following us on our social media 
platforms: 

 


