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Amal: I currently work as a Senior Economist at the Ministry of Finance where I provide 
support in the development of policy options regarding Ontario's Income Security 
system. I wouldn't necessarily describe my journey to my current position  as 
“conventional,” having moved from my first degree in Sociocultural Anthropology to a 
Masters of Public Health, and then to a position in the Ministry of Finance. However, I 
do believe that all these fields are interconnected- a connection I've become particularly 
attuned to through my undergraduate career at the sociocultural anthropology program at 
UTM. 
 
My initiation into the world of sociocultural anthropology came with a recognition of the 
importance of the human experience in creating and understanding world-views. The 
program challenged me to take a holistic perspective and see the links between 
everything. It made me recognize that, for example, one cannot hope to understand 
people's health needs or experiences without accounting for their economic, social 
issues, and political ones.  
 
This recognition was what allowed me to move into the space of public health and 
policy. In my work, I'm reminded everyday of what it means to be an anthropology 
student: being able to identify interacting linkages and foresee the many potential 
implications of any action. I really credit the UTM Sociocultural Anthropology stream 
for sparking this road towards health and socioeconomic policy." 



Steven Zhou 

Steven Zhou is a journalist who works as a 
Senior Online Writer for CBC News and 
as a columnist/editor for The Islamic 
Monthly. After graduating with an H.B.A. 
in Social Anthropology from UTM, he 
received an M.J. (Masters in Journalism) 
from Carleton University.  

“As an independent writer, editor, and 
journalist, I'm often struck by how much 
my current work mirrors the skills and 
methods emphasized by socio-cultural 
anthropology: structuring interviews, 
observing individual or group behaviour, 
paying attention to people's narratives/
stories, etc. Writing about society and 
people today also requires a healthy 
appreciation for how different individuals 
of various backgrounds interpret the world 
differently. These are central lessons that I 
took from anthropology and that still 
guides my research and reporting (FB and 
Twitter: @stevenzzhou).”  



Aimana	Mohamed	

After receiving my B.A. in Socio-Cultural 
Anthropology at UTM, I worked at my Local 
Health Integration Network as a Team Assistant 
but have since September 2017 returned to the 
University of Toronto to pursue a Master's in 
Social Work. Anthropology taught me so much 
more than I could have imagined when I started 
my major 6 years ago. Anthropology taught me 
the different structures within our society and the 
critical role we play in shaping those structures to 
benefit [most] people. Anthropology reinforced 
the importance of proactively working towards 
improving the world around me, sparking my 
desire to dedicate my career to public service." 



Marjo got her HBSc at UTM in 2014, and her BEd 
from Queen's University in 2015. She is currently 
teaching High School Science and Social Studies in 
Calgary, Alberta. 

“The art of being a good teacher lies in the ability to 
connect students with the material in ways that are 
meaningful to them. Making a learning experience 
meaningful is definitely easier when you have the 
ability to understand and appreciate different cultures 
- what better way to connect a student to the material 
than by making it relevant to their own way of life? 
Anthropology has greatly influenced my teaching 
style and skills, as well as enriching my ability to 
teach courses such as Social Studies and History in 
ways that examine cultural and historical evidence. I 
encourage my classes to draw their own conclusions, 
rather than just being told what to think and know. 
 
Personally, I feel that I now have a better 
understanding of who I am and how I fit into society 
and the world, and that I can make better decisions 
because of that. My ability to consciously and 
conscientiously sculpt the world in which I live only 
exists because of the eye-opening learning 
experiences I gained from studying anthropology. I 
encourage every student I teach, whether I'm in a 
science or social studies class, to take at least one 
anthropology course so that they, too, can be 
thoughtful future movers and shakers. 



My	name	is	Revathi	Moturi	and	I	am	a	
2016	 graduate	 from	 the	 University	 of	
Toronto	 Mississauga’s	 Department	 of	
Anthropology.	 I	 am	 in	 the	 process	 of	
attaining	 my	 Dual	 J.D	 degree	 at	 the	
University	 of	 Windsor	 Faculty	 of	 Law.	
Wh i l e	 a c qu i r i n g	 a	 d e g re e	 i n	
Anthropology,	 you	 will	 read	 countless	
ethnographies	and	write	a	multitude	of	
papers	 that	 allow	 you	 to	 analyze	 and	
appreciate	 the	 complexity	 of	 varying	
cultures	and	beliefs.	This	skill	will	spill	
over	 into	 your	 day-to-day	 life,	 making	
your	 views	 increasingly	 holistic.	
Anthropology	was	crucial	in	honing	my	
analytical	 skills	 for	 law	 school,	
s p e c i N i c a l l y	 s o c i o - c u l t u r a l	
anthropology.	 I	 know	 many	 students	
stress	 about	 what	 a	 degree	 in	
Anthropology	 can	 bring	 to	 the	 table,	
but	what	you	 learn	 in	Anthropology	 is	
a	style	of	thinking	and	questioning	that	
is	an	asset	in	almost	any	Nield.		



Applying for Graduate School 

Be confident about what you’ve learned and articulate the skills 
you will be able to transfer into what will inevitably be a much 
more demanding program (just as our graduates do, so well, 

above!) 

Clearly state why you would like to get the MA/Msc you are 
applying for. 

Be very clear about the project you would like to pursue and 
why, and convince the reader that you already possess the basic 

knowledge and have the necessary skills to pursue it .  



Socio-cultural Anthropology 

What skills? 

Holism (capacity to discern and analyze interconnections) 

Capacity to critically analyze complex materials and write about it 

Qualitative (and quantitative) methods (conduct ethnographic field /  
lab work - this is an unusually broad skill-set to have, but you have to take 

the courses we offer!) 

Capacity to pay attention to (in the case of socio-cultural anthropology) 
culture, difference, power, history, social patterns and how they impact 

peoples’ every day actions and decision-making  … This is called 
“positional thinking” - the capacity to think from the vantage point of others. 



Get to know your professor! 

Your third and fourth years are the years where you get to take 
smaller classes and where you can develop a relationship with 
a professor who might be able to write you a reference. If you 
do not do this, chances are high that professors will write you a 
reference that is unremarkable and generic - in other words, it 
will be unconvincing and thus not make for a very good 
application package.


