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A Letter from the President 
On behalf of the entire UTM Anthropology Society, I would like to take 

this opportunity to wish all our readers a Happy New Year. I hope 

everyone is looking forward to the new semester because UTMAS has 

some exciting events lined up! 

Last semester, we organized events ranging from Meet and Greets to 

Grad School Application Workshops. One of our most notable 

collaborations was with UTMSU and many other societies and clubs for 

the Annual Haunted House. We plan to continue collaborating with 

societies to bring students more amazing events.  

Our most successful event last year was the UTMAS conference, which 

we plan to bring back this semester. This event will provide students a 

chance to not only meet scholars in the field of anthropology, but also to 

attend undergraduate and graduate student research presentations. The 

presentations are very diverse and integrative, encompassing all the sub-

fields of anthropology: biological, forensic, linguistics, socio-cultural and 

archaeology. This is also a wonderful opportunity to present your own 

research in front of the faculty and your peers.  

We are honoured to announce the 10th anniversary of UTM Anthropology 

Society. Our goal has always been to provide students with more 

interactive environments with the faculty and the field of anthropology 

and we strive to continue to do so. We also have some special 

anniversary merchandise which will be made available soon! 

Good luck in the new semester, 

Charan Sandhu 

President, UTM Anthropology Society 

 

Call for Papers! 

UTMAS is currently 

looking for students who 

wish to present their 

research papers and 

projects at our annual 

Anthropology Conference. 

 

More details on back! 
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A Look Back at 2016 

UTMAS table during Welcome Week - a gathering 
where UTM societies and clubs introduce their 
groups to the student body and encourage the 
students to get involved with their community! 

UTMAS took part in the UTMSU Haunted House and 
Carnival. This year, UTMAS teamed up with the 
Forensic Society (IVNVI) and the Sri Lankan Student 
Association to build a thrilling room featuring a 
homemade Oujia board! 

The Meet and 
Greet was an 
opportunity to 
introduce the 
Anthropology 
Department 
Faculty to 
anthropology 
students in an 
informal 
environment. The 
event consisted of 
a "speed dating" 

portion where students and faculty spend 2-5 minutes 
discussing their research, travels, and general interests. 
 

This research workshop was presented by Pam King, the 
Anthropology Research Librarian at HMALC. 
 

UTMAS and IVNVI 
collaborated to 
host a Graduate 
School Information 
Session featuring 
advice from 
Professor Mant 
(Anthropology), 
Agata Gapinska-
Serwin (Forensic 
Chemistry), and 
Patrick Bozek 
(Forensic 
Anthropology) 
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What Lies Ahead? 

 

UTMAS is planning several academic and social 
events this semester including: 

- Indiana Jones Movie Marathon 
- Valentine’s Day Card Sales 
- Field School Symposium 
- Culture Night 
- Anthropology Conference 
- March Open House 
- High Tea Destressor 

If you are interested in volunteering with UTMAS at any 
events, please send an email to the Vice-President at 
joyc.chen@mail.utoronto.ca. 

We are always excited to hear from you! 

Facilitated Study Groups (FSGs) 

 

UTMAS works with the Robert Gillespie Academic Skills 
Centre (RGASC) to provide Anthropology students with 
biweekly/monthly FSG sessions. This semester, UTMAS 
will be offering biweekly FSG sessions for ANT101, and 
monthly FSG sessions for ANT203 and ANT205.  

FSGs are led to help students with: 
- Comparing and reviewing study notes 
- Discussing and clarifying concepts with peers 
- Developing and evaluating study strategies 
- Preparing for tests and exams 

For more information about the Academic Skills Centre, please visit their website. 

mailto:joyc.chen@mail.utoronto.ca?subject=UTMAS%20Volunteer
https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/asc/undergraduate-students/peer-facilitated-study-groups-fsgs
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*NEW* Anthropology of Health Stream 

The UTM Department of Anthropology is happy to announce new courses offered in the 
Anthropology of Health. This stream will focus on the effects of cultural and socioeconomic 
processes on biological and health outcomes in human populations. The new stream was developed 
by Dr. Tracey Galloway, who kindly sat down with our executive members for a short interview: 

Q: What inspired your passion for anthropological studies?  
A: I had a ten-year nursing background before pursuing anthropology. I became 

interested [in anthropology] because of the patterns I saw at work. For 
example, people from lower social economic backgrounds would come in 
displaying symptoms of not just one single disease, but a cluster of diseases. 
They tend to have a higher risk level in terms of diseases and an increased 
chance of dying from those diseases. So I decided that it was time to go from 
the frontlines to exploring these repeated patterns from behind the scenes 
using anthropological tools. 
During nursing, I had taken two anthropology courses and one classics course. 
Then as a nurse, I took a night classes including one First year social cultural 
anthropology course. My professor was talking about kinship, class, social 
status etc., and those were the patterns I saw every day with my patients. I 
saw a connection between work and anthropology, and then began to work 
towards my degree in anthropology. 

Q: What is your research/focus in anthropology?                  
A: I did my PhD on child growth and nutrition in rural communities in Ontario using anthropological 

techniques such as anthropometry, 24-hour dietary recall – similar to what is taught in ANT338. After my 
PhD, I worked at McGill on a similar study, the Inuit Health Survey, that examined not only children but 
also adults. I am now working on the anthropology of population health with the Inuit and the First 
Nation people of Canada. 

Q: What obstacles have you had to face in your research and academic career? 
A: Time, mainly. There is a time period where you drop out of the work field and start working in a purely 

academic environment. During this time, income can become a struggle… I went from being a nurse to 
pursuing a degree in anthropology. I was lucky enough to have funding and scholarships at times along 
the way. It also sometimes puts pressure on the family, but the bright side is you get to travel and work in 
this [anthropology] field. You do tend to lose some friends and social connections because your life 
becomes all about the academic work. 

Q: What message/words of wisdom would you like to give to prospective students that would aid 
them in their education in anthropology?                                              

A: Anthropology gives you the skills and tools that many employers are looking for. Employers are 
recognizing that anthropology is good training for many professions, as it is helps students develop a very 
holistic and balanced approach to solving problems and understanding complex issues. In the health field, 
it is important to look at a cluster of factors, such as cultural background, social support, learned 
strategies, socio-economic status, etc., and not just the disease or individual person in isolation if you 
really want to understand larger patterns of health and illness in society. 

 

Dr. Tracey Galloway 

https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/anthropology/new-focus-anthropology-health
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Just for Fun! 

Articles 
UofT anthropologists 

launch 

'ethnographic' study 

of Kensington 

Market Click here 

Print your own 3D 

Lucy to work out how 

the famous hominin 

died Click here 

Human remains 

found in hobbit cave  
Click here 

Pregnant T. Rex 

Found, May Contain 

DNA Click here 

A Dinosaur's Bloody 

Feathered Tail Has 

Been Found 

Preserved in Amber  
Click here 

Fly through a 

Colossal Cave: Son 

Doong in 360°  
Click here  

  

http://www.metronews.ca/news/toronto/2016/09/23/university-of-toronto-anthropologists-study-kensington.html
http://www.nature.com/news/print-your-own-3d-lucy-to-work-out-how-the-famous-hominin-died-1.20500
http://www.nature.com/news/human-remains-found-in-hobbit-cave-1.20656
http://www.seeker.com/pregnant-t-rex-found-may-contain-dna-1771065249.html
http://www.seeker.com/a-dinosaurs-bloody-feathered-tail-has-been-found-preserved-in-amber-2135948585.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/news-features/son-doong-cave/2/#s=pano54


6 
 

Meet the Executive Council! 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year Representatives  

Keep in touch! 

Charan Sandhu 
President 

Marissa Burliuk 
Senior Advisor 

Kristen Castell 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Hana Salahuddin 
Event Coordinator 

Isidora Ibrahimpasic 
Communications Officer 

Roxanne Chui 
Communications Officer 

Artist Drejaj Cyril Tchakoute Sonalika Verma Akshita Yadav 

Joy Chen 
Vice President 
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Call for Papers! 
 

 

UTMAS is looking for students who wish to present their research 

projects and/or posters at our annual Anthropology Conference  

in mid-March. All sub-fields of Anthropology are welcome! 
 

This is an excellent opportunity to practice making oral 

presentations, and receive constructive feedback before your 

official presentations at the end of the term! 

If interested, please email us at 

anthropology@utmsu.ca with a 300 

word abstract by Friday, February 24th. 

Presentations are to be 5-10 minutes. 

All questions are welcomed. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submissions 

If anyone would like to contribute any letters, articles, artwork, or make any 
suggestions for our newsletter, please send those to anthropology@utmsu.ca. 

 

mailto:anthropology@utmsu.ca
mailto:anthropology@utmsu.ca

